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We would like to apologise to Mark Todd MP, Dennis Skinner MP and 
Paul Holmes MP whose names were unfortunately omitted from our 
ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ atΩǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ !ǇǊƛƭ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
thank them for taking time out of their busy schedules to respond to 
our letters/requests with regard to the Autism Bill. 
 

Swimming has restarted at Matlock Swimming Pool see inside 
for Dates 
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The DASG has purchased 6 places on the run  If you are interested in joining the 
group and doing the run in aid of the DASG then please telephone the office for 
information on 01773 741221.   (Minimum age - participants must be 15 years or 
over on the day of the race)  
 
The Official ASICS British 10K London Run attracts runners from all over the world, 
including current Olympic and World champions, who run shoulder to shoulder 
with charity fun runners and fitness enthusiasts. The race also attracts many 
celebrity runners from the world of TV and film who run to raise awareness and 
funds for their chosen charities.  
 

People from all walks of life and every level of running ability choose to run the 
Official ASICS British 10K London Run, helping to make the day into the great 
national and international event it has become! 

 

Please be note any website addresses mentioned in this newsletter have been e-

mailed to us we are not responsible for anything they may contain or the advice given 

by them. 

PSP Exclusion Report  

  

A key theme of the report is parental concern that the exclusion of children 
wit h autism is because of behaviour related to their disability.  

Education providers need to develop greater understanding and additional 

skills across the school workforce to help them provide a more appropriate 
education for children and young people with autism. Parents and carers 
have proposed some solutions and recommendations which, if adopted, could 
ensure that disability is not misinterpreted as disobedience. Download the 
PSP Exclusion Report (The above was taken from 

http://www.treehouse.org.uk/promotin g-change ) 

Ms Sam Lewis would like to run the Nottingham Half Marathon with the 

DASG as her chosen charity.  If anyone would like to sponsor Sam in this 

event would you please contact the DASG.  If you are a taxpayer we can also 

apply for gift aid on your sponsor money.  We appreciate Sam choosing the 

DASG as her charity for this year. 

The Parent Support Projectôs third report 

óDisobedience or Disability? The exclusion of 
children with autism from educationô has now 

been published.  
The report explores the exclusion of children 
with autism from education and  is based on 
the findings from a survey of parents and 
carers from the ten local authority areas 
participating in the project.  
This report looks specifically at parentsô 

experiences of exclusion , especially óinformalô 
or óunofficialô exclusion and how this  impacts 
on children and families.  

mailto:dasg@autismsupport.co.uk
http://www.treehouse.org.uk/files/treehouse-corp/files/documents/psp_exclusion_report_FINAL.pdf
http://www.treehouse.org.uk/promoting-change


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS / CARERS 

SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS  

ADULT SUPPORT GROUP - DERBY 
For the May meeting the Derby Adult Group are going 
to the Showcase Cinema,  They are meeting early 
and will  then choose which film to see.  Meeting at 
6.30  at Showcase Cinema Foresters Park Centre, 
Sinfin Lane, Derby 

Tuesday 12
th
 May 

Please call the Office to let 

us know if you are 

attending 01773 741221 

AMBER VALLEY  (CHANGE OF VENUE) 

DASG Offices ï 28D High Street, Ripley  

@ 7.00pm ï 9.00 pm 

Tuesday 12 May 

(Note! Change of Venue) 

BOLSOVER 

Family Centre, 4 High Street, Bolsover 

@ 7.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

No Support Group Meeting 

in May 

BUXTON 

(Support Group for Adults with ASC)  

Grapevine Café   15 Scarsdale Place, Buxton 

Market Place @ 10.00am ï 11.45am 

Monday 

 4
th
 May (Bank Holiday) 

18
th
 May & 1

st
 June 

CHESTERFIELD 

Ability (Mencap) Centre (The Pink Room) 

Victoria Street Chesterfield.   

@ 7.00pm ï 9.00pm  (Please note new start time) 

Thursday 21
st
 May 

LONG EATON   

The Grange Primary School, Station Road, Long 

Eaton @ 1.30 pm ï 2.45 pm 
Monday 18

th
 May 

MATLOCK 

Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale, Near Matlock.  

DE4 2EQ  (The Library) @ 7.00pm ï 9.00pm 

Tuesday 19
th
 May 

SWADLINCOTE 

Collingwood Day Centre  (Between Richardsonôs  

Furniture Shop and the Bus Station) 

@ 1.30pm ï 3.00pm 

Thursday 21
st
 May 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

  

 

 ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
THINGS TO DO                               PLACES TO GO 

 

TRAMPOLINING 
SESSIONS AT RIPLEY 

 

For young people with additional 
needs.   

Qualified and experienced coaches. 
General supervision to be provided by 

parent/carer. 
 

Ripley Leisure Centre, 
Derby Road, Ripley. 

Saturday at 11.15 am, only £4.00 per 
session. 

For an application form please contact 
Tracy Goodrum. 

 

Telephone Ripley Leisure Centre 
On 01773 514727 and leave a 

message for Tracy to call you. 
----------------------- 

GENESIS 
SOFTPLAY 

10.00 AM ς 11.00 AM 
3rd, 17th & 31st May 

 

 
 

BOWLING AT  

GENESIS  

ALFRETON  
 

5
th

 May 
 

7.00pm to 8.00 pm 
 

Contact the DASG 
Office to book your 

places 
 

The DASG book 
separate lanes for 
bowling, however, 

members of the 
public may be using 

adjoining lanes. 

GLOSSOP GROUP MEETING 

Fairplay Derbyshire Carers Meeting at Victoria 
Street Family Centre @ 12.30 ς 2.30pm.  A 
worker from Derbyshire Autism Services will 
attend these meetings 

Next Meeting Monday  

8th June, 2009 

 
Adult Activity Group ς Chesterfield ς 1st May, 2009 
The next Chesterfield Adults Group is a trip to Cineworld Alma Leisure 
Park, Derby Road, Chesterfield, S40 2ED.  Film and time to be confirmed 
Please ring the office to book a place 01773 741221  
 

Please find below a copy of an e-mail sent to the office if anyone wishes 
to contact Emma at Happy Kids Holidays please do so via her e-mail 
address. 
 

Emma - happykidsholidays [emma@happykidsholidays.com] 
Dear Colleague 
I worked as a SEN teacher in Sheffield for 12 years (National Autistic Society, Bents 
Green Special School, LEA Autism Service) and I now live in France. In response to the 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ {ǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ 5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ 
established happykidsholidays, a registered non-profit making association which 
aims to provide support for families with children with ASDs and other disabilities 
ǿƘƻΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΦ  
With happyadultsholidays, we can also provide supported holidays for adults with 
Asperger Syndrome and other related disabilities at some of our properties. The level 
of support provided would be agreed with the client, and could range from picking 
ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎκŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ 
accompanied days out and help in preparing for the trip with photos/lists etc.  
At some properties, we are also able to provide accommodation for groups of adults 
ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜǊǎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ Ψƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
LΩƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳƴǎƻƭƛŎƛǘŜŘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
agree that the area of leisure, and particularly holidays, is one that is problematic for 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ LΩŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
website and pass on information about our association to anyone who you feel 
might be interested or able to benefit from it, and to include us on any available 
information sharing database/network. If you would like an A4 poster to display, 
please contact me. 
www.happykidsholidays.com  ( please paste this into your browser address bar) 
I am, of course, happy to provide you with any further information you require. 
Thank you for supporting this exciting new venture. 
Best wishes,  Emma  Ryland  happykidsholidays  FRANCE  



 

 

 

Horse Riding  
 

Chesterfield - Alton Riding School, Alton Chesterfield.   
A maximum of 8 Horses/Ponies can be booked for ½-hour sessions on 
Saturday the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th May 1.30pm start.  
 
Alfreton ς Parkwood Stables, Alfreton 
Ponies can be booked for ½-hour sessions Sunday morning on the 3rd, 
10th, 17th, 24th, & 31st May 10.00am start 
 
Please note priority is given to children with an ASC however if capacity 
allows siblings will be accommodated. If you would please arrive 15mins 
before to enable the staff to check girths, stirrups, horses/ponies and 
completing forms etc.  
Please call the Office on 01773 741221 to book a place.  Horse riding is 
booked on a first come first served basis. 

  

 

SHEPSHED DISABLED SWIMMING GROUP ANNUAL  

HAVE A GO DAY  OF SPORT  
For People With Disabilities 

Sunday 14
th

 June 2009 
Hind Leys Campus, Shepshed, Leics.  (1 mile from junction 23 of the M1) 

This is a superb opportunity for anyone with a disability to come along with their family, friends or 
carers and have a go at a number of sporting activities and games. It is a fun day for all. 
There will be over thirty five activities including archery, wheelchair basketball, climbing (on the 
climbing wall), martial arts, in tandem cycling, new age kurling, Kayaking, sub aqua, football, 
athletics and pedal go-karts. There are also a number of fun activities and games for people to 
enjoy and plenty of expertise on hand to help everyone get the most from the day.   
There is NO CHARGE but donations would be appreciated and we would stress that it is a NON-
COMPETITIVE DAY for people with disabilities to try out new activities or rediscover old skills. Over 
the years many of the participants have amazed themselves with their own success when they 
have attempted things they thought they could not do. For example, a totally blind amputee rode 
for the first time with a sighted guide on the back of a tandem and a Dyspraxic lady who had a real 
fear of heights succeeded in climbing all the way to the top of our climbing wall.   
 

Do come along. Meet people, enjoy yourself and have a go! 
 

For more detailed information or if you just want to find out if the HAVE A GO DAY OF SPORT is for 
you please contact: Penny on TEL: 01509 561791, E-mail mjp.hefferan@ntlworld.com 

If anyone has friends/relatives in the Cambridge area, they may be 

interested in the following ð    

 ôAUTIS M, THE CHURCH AND THE COMMUNI TYõ 

OPENING THE DOORS WIDER  
 

DAY CONFERENCE ON SATURDAY 6 JUNE 2009 
!¢ {¢ !b5w9²Ω{ /I¦w/IΣ IL{¢hbΣ /!a.wL5D9 

FROM 10.00 am to 3.30 pm. 
Speakers include:  
ω {ƛƳƻƴ .ŀǊƻƴ-Cohen, Professor of Developmental Psychopathology, University 
of Cambridge, Director of the Autism Research Centre  
ω 5Ǌ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ƘƻƳǎƻƴΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎŘƻƴ  
ω 5Ǌ WŜǊŜƳȅ aƻǊǊƛǎΣ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ aŜƴǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝŀƴ ƻŦ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ IŀƭƭΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ  
ω ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ vǳƛǊƪΣ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ  
 
An opportunity for Church and local leaders to explore ways of making church 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǘƛǎƳ ƻǊ !ǎǇŜǊƎŜǊΩǎ 
Syndrome.  
COST £15 INCLUDES LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS ς PRIOR BOOKING ESSENTIAL  
Further details from BCS bsr@ely.anglican.org, 01353 652701; Owen Spencer 
Thomas owenst@btinternet.com 01223 358448; or 
www.ely.anglican.org/900/events/autism-conf.html to download booking form 
 

Please find below a copy of an e-mail sent to the office if anyone wishes to 
contact Katie at the Heasley Group please do so via her e-mail address. 
From: katie.heyes@hesleygroup.co.uk To: Derbyshire Autism Services Group 
Subject: DASG: Research Project 
 
Hi there,   I'm working at The Hesley Group, a residential facility for adults with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders. I am conducting a piece of research into how Autism 
is currently diagnosed and am investigating the reliability of a new diagnostic 
tool. I'm looking for children with a diagnosis to take part and was wondering if I 
could talk with someone at the group about the possibility of contacting parents 
to see if they would be interested in taking part and what would be involved if 
they did.  
Thank you for your time,   Katie Heyes  
 

mailto:mjp.hefferan@ntlworld.com


 

CHESTERFIELD 
Brookfield Community School 
Chatsworth Road, Brampton.  S40 3NS (12.30pm ï 1.30pm) 

9th, 16th May & 6th June 
 

HEANOR LEISURE CENTRE  
Hands Road, Heanor.  DE75 7HA - (6.15-7.15pm) 
2nd, 9th, 16th May & 6th June 
 

LONSDALE SWIMMING POOL 
Chevin Avenue, Mickleover, Derby DE3 9GW (5.00 ï 6.00pm)  
9th, 16th May & 6th June. 
 

LONG EATON ï West Park Leisure Centre, 5.30pm-6.30pm   

Saturday 9th May  
 

MATLOCK SWIMMING POOL 
Imperial Road Matlock (4.00pm ï 5.00pm) 
Saturday 16th May & 6th June 
 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

In addition to Statutory funding, voluntary contributions are always 
appreciated especially now that we have so many clubs and the costs of 
activities are high. 
Whilst we realise that it can be embarrassing to be asked for 
contributions, we can only maintain and extend services if we raise the 
funds to do so. This applies to all activities that the DASG undertakes.  
We thank all who collect contributions and monitor attendance. When 
someone takes on these tasks it helps reduce the cost by freeing our staff 
to provide other services. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  It is for people with learning difficulties and carers!  
 ñThe Venueò night club- 47 -49 Abbey Street, Derby, 

DE22 3SJ. Tele:01332 -203545 ( enquiries@thevenue -
derby.co.uk)  

 Cost: £ 2.00 to get in (carers free!) Drinks & Snacks 
available at the bar!  

 Free raffle prizes to be won!!  
 Car Parking opposite The Venue  
 Every first Monday in a month.  

 From 7pm t ill 10.30pm!  
 Over 18 years onlyésorry! 

 

Future dates:  
Monday 4 th  May 2009         Monday  1st  June 2009  
Monday 6 th  July 2009   Monday 3rd August 2009  
Monday 7 th  September 2009  Monday 2 nd  October 2009  
Monday 2 nd  November 2009  Monday 7 th  December 2009  

For further information please contact Lisa Orme  
(lisaorme@dimensions-uk.org) 01332-347281 or Claire Blake 
on 07721384920 
 



 An e-mail sent to the DASG on behalf of the Children & Young 

Peoples Network reads - 

(New) Shell LiveWIRE 'Grand Ideas' awards - £1,000 for innovative ideas  
Shell LiveWIRE has launched a brand new awards scheme to complement 
our prestigious 'Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award'. 
The new 'Grand Ideas' awards will see Shell LiveWIRE giving away £1,000 
per week to start up business who have the most innovative ideas and 
projects they want to fund. 
The Grand Ideas Awards will give young entrepreneurs a chance to fund 
innovative ideas around their business start, and have the chance to fund 
something that other organisations might not be willing to do. 
They are looking for people who have innovative ideas and projects that 
need funding to get them off the ground. These can be ideas you have as 
part of your business start - for example getting prototypes built, wacky 
marketing schemes, publicity stunts - the sky is the limit! 
Eligible applicants must: be aged between 16-30 (inclusive) on 31 
December 2009;live in the United Kingdom; have or about to have a legal 
business operating in the UK; have not previously won a Shell LiveWIRE 
award. 
5 winners will be chosen each month to be awarded £1,000 for their 
business. 
The deadline for the awards is the last day of each month. The awards will 
be judged by an independent panel of guest judges, aiming for one lot of 
awards per month going to the 'elevator pitch' vote - where the Shell 
LiveWIRE community can vote on who they think should get the funding by 
watching the applicants video and then voting online. 
Shell LiveWIRE UK, Design Works, William Street, Felling, Gateshead 
NE10 0JP 
Tel: Lo-call 0845 757 3252 Fax:  0191 423 6201 Email: 
enquiries@shell-livewire.org Website: http://www.shell-livewire.org 
 

 

Note  ς Subscriptions are due and if you would like to spread the cost of 

your Membership to the DASG we are hoping to operate a standing Order 

Scheme this year.  If you feel you would benefit by paying on a monthly or 

annual basis by paying this way then please call the office on 01773 741221 

for a form ς alternatively call us if you require a regular 

Application/Membership Form. 

mailto:enquiries@shell-livewire.org
http://www.shell-livewire.org/

